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Gerding
Edlen is
as green as
they come

Building award | The
Portland-based developer
picks up national honors

By DYLAN RIVERA
THE OREGONIAN

Oregon's most active develaper is
also the bigpest producer of environ-
mentally sensitive buildings in the na-
tion, and perhaps the world.

'I'har’swhﬂtmck Fedrizzi, president
of the US. Green Building Council,
said Wednesday on a visit to Portland.
He gave Gerding Edlen Development
Co. thezll)'flﬂadershqmmrd an an-
nual honor that recognizes efforts to
push the green building wend into the
mains;

meamm.

The award is reserved for firms with
the broadest influence across industry

“For ane finm, it's the biggest achieve-
ment in the world right now.,” he said

Gerding Edlen has 33 buildings -
ther completed or in development that
gualify for certification in the council's
Leadership in Energy and Environ-
mental Design rating system, known as
LEED. That's more any other firm.

At a ceremony at the Cenzer for
Health & Healing in the South Water-
front avea, Fedrizzi presented Oregon
Heslth & Scilence University with a
plaque marking the building’s plat-
inum rating in the IEED program. It's
the largest building in the nation to
building designation — and has a de-
sign that pses 61 percent less energy
and 60 percent less water than build-
ing codes allow.

It is the second platinum-level pro-
ject built by Gerding Edlen, working
with Hoffman Construction Co. and
GBD Architects Inc., all based in Port-
land. The team has one more building
under construction in the Peerd Dis-
trict that it hopes will win platinum.

On a recent visit to Beijing, Fedrizzi
said he saw Chinese officials studying
The Brewery Blocks in the Peard Dis-
trict, Gerding Edlen’s first multiblock
green project. The OHSU building will
get similar international attention, he
predicted.

Mark Edlen, managing principal,
said the firm will continue to push the
limits of sustainable design.

“In five years, we'd like to make build-
ings that produce more energy than
they consume, and consume mare

waste than they produce,” he said.
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